]

10

6 THE

e

i SOME NEW BOOKS.

| Jema Bigelow's Nemintscences.
1

I

|ot coursa fell to the ground Jecker
found himeelf ruined and desperate, and
accordingly wrote this letter, in ex-
planation of which he sald: “Although
up to tha preasnt 1 have kept this mat-

e
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'himself as for the mass of the peopls;
he sacrifices wmoclal relations to pro-
mote ends in the triumph of which all
the world has an interrst.”

In the meanwhile Lucius Robinson

The fourth and Afth volumea of the [ .. nrofoundly mecret, in spite of being' had been elected the Governor of New

Natvospertions of an Active IAfe by

1nrnnnl,\' urged to publish 1t, T shall hs

| York at the same eloction at which

vour Bruguow (Doubleday, Pags & Co)) !‘,,|,|1‘.d to defend myself in order not Tiden had been elected President of

covar the twelve vears 1867.79,

t to see myself thrown into & dehtor's the United Statea.

The nomination and

i & pariod politically hardly less Inter- [ ,,rjuon; 1 am obliged to tell my credi- | tha election of Rohinaon had been ef-
asting and memorable than that of the ;. .x what has taken place and deliver fected upon the express grounds that ha

vl war iteelf Returning  to
York from Trance at the beginning of
1867, Mr. Bigelow found himself pres-

ent at the crisls produced by the at- wj be delighted to know all about this  announced '
tempt of the Radical Senators, headed |ytter for the regulation of its future nullify the election to the IUresidency’
by Wade, to usurp to themselves ex-

wsoutive an well as legisiative functions.
T™he exigenclea of thie war had neceas-

Irhn,\' will clalin as pertaining to my
liguidation.  The Mexican Government

jeonduct with France, 1 well foresea
the effect which such a confession will
| produce on the public mind, and the

New them everything that 1 have, which should “aucceed” Tilden and carry out

hin  policy according to Robinson's
| lights, Already Zach Chandler had
his  Impudent purpose to

of Tilden. Tew readcers, one supposes,
know what fs set forth in Mr. Hige.
Ilo"n diary under the date of November

moderate, Iindepandence. Without it no
man can be happy or even honest.”
The result of John Higolow's carly
edltorial expevience with the Eeendng
Post was to establish him, at about
the age of 40, in the enviable situa-

tlon of not taking any employment
which did not otherwise suft him. Haot
“"onee . Journalist, always a4 jour-
nulint,” He never reluxed his in-
terast  in Journalism, 1t wam rn-
tirely proper  and nhvious that

upon the prematute removal of Henry
Jo Raymond Mr. Rigelow, with his old
reputation, should have heen the person
most In view for the edltorship of the
New York Times, There 1s A great deal
n these pages about why he took It
jAnd perhapy not so much as one would

sarily produced infractions of regular had Iight which It will cast upon the |22, 1876, that Tilden at that time had  expect about why he relinguished it

wvrooedures and even of constitutional
methoda. Nobody could have heen lesa
lfkely to permit {nvasion of the Presi-
dential powers than Andrew Johnson
@0 long as he Tield them himeelf, aws

mobody could have been less scrupu-
lous about Invading them than Ben
Whads. The Conatitution fell

Betwsan tiie paas and fall incenaad pointe
Of mighty opmosites
The Radicul Senators wera already urg-
ing impeachmeant, and they had secured
the assistance of Sumner by virtuas

not only of his general radicalism but

also of the particular grievance which
he had experiencead in the removal of
his friend Motley as Minister to Vienna.
That removal thus became a leading
“tamie” In those daye, though eo well
forgotten now.  Mr, Bigelow arrived in
Warhington in I"ehruary, and naturally
took counsel of Heward. He found that
the assassin's knife had done the Rec-
retary no harm, sxcept to leave & sCar
which was not much of a disfigure-
ment. “I nevar saw Seward looking
in better health, nor have 1 ever heard
him talk with more clearness and ablil.
ity Some of hia talk was =ufMciently
atartling, including his contrast of Lin-
coln and Johnsan, Of tha latter he sald:
‘He reads everything: he 1% a man of
prodigious industry, lincoln never
knew nor cared anvthing about for-
oign relations. He was the War Minia-
ter and a very good one, but he never
questioned anything I d1d about foreign
relations.”

8till more startling was his assurance
that Benjamin and, parhaps, Mason ware
privy to the plot for the assassination
of Lincoin and the Cabinet, though he
&4 not jretend to implicate Jefferson
Davia. His main reason for suspecting
the Coniederate authorities was that the
amsassing were in possession of gold,
which was then not in cirenlation and
could be had only from offfcial sources,
The crisi< hecame acute in March, when
the Preslden: vetoed the reconstruction
act, dividing ten Houthern Btates into
five military districts under five military
movernors, and the tenure of gffice act,
providing that no otficer for whose ap-
pointmen: the consent of the Senate was
necegsary should he dismissed without
that consent, Reward and Htanton were
supposed to have drawn the veto of the
iatter ineazuee and Joeremiah Hlack that
of the former. Although nohody now
disputes that the action of Congress in
paswing these hills was revolutionary
and outrageous, and that it was obliga-
tory upon the President to veto them,
they increased the Infuriation of the
Senators.  Sumuner went =0 far as to
18]l Bigelow “that Congress should re.
quire of Federal officers the same lovalty
and obedience” thu was “due to the
I'regident wlien we had one, The pres-
ent incumbent |8 a nullity and will he
treat~d as such.,” O course such an
utterance could not but horrify Mr,

Rigelow or anybody else who brought

from fareign parts a cool head into the
muperheated atmosphere of Washington.

' government of the Emperor.”
of course, a blackmailing letter, with
| whatever “eoxtenuating clrcumstances.”
{Conti declared that upon reading the
Hetter he threatened the writer to hand
him over to justice as n blackmntler
and ordered him out of his ofMce, which
wius doubtless the best thing hie could
have done, but did not alter the facts,
Another of the revelatione which came
from the looting of the Tullerics wua
‘that of Louls Napoleon's private ace
count with Haring Brothera of London,
from which it appeared that he had the
government securities of various coun-
tries, France itself excepted, to the ex-
tent of about $5.000,000, These things

{tend to bear out the remark of the
“Englishman in P'areis” who professed
'to have known Louls Napoleon for

many years, but who sald that the thing
he knew best about him was that If he
had had a competent private fortune
the Second Empire never would have
existed,

| In this great nationa! crisia John
'BIRPlnw was but “a looker on here in
 Vienna." or rather in Washington, but
in the next one, nine vears later, he
waa, rather {n spita of himeelf, an act-
or. 8o active minded a man as he and
a man so important, by character as
wall as by Intelligence, could not have
remained psermanently out of what may
properly be called “public life.”” He had
been drawn into it to the extent of
taking provisionally the editorship of
the New York Témes for a few
mnotha after the death of Henry J.
Ravmond. Tha circumstances of that
tragedy are set forth here perhaps for
, tha first time in responsible print out of
| the dlary which Mr. Higelow kept at
{the time, and accurately enough aet
forth, consldering the conditlons under
which the entries were made, The clr-
cumstances have become better known
aince, though they have mainly been
circulated by way of oral gossip and
hardly arrived at print. It {8 not made
very clear even in thess disclosures just
how and just why the diarist should
{ have accepted an office so comparatively
humble, for a man who had held 8o
| much more important public trusts, as
 the Secretaryehip of State of the State
[of New York. But, although not the
“how"” the “why'” pretty  distinctly
emergens, It was Decause Mr. Bigelow
really belleved In those reforms which
Ramuel J, Tilden first agitated and then
executed In the government of the State
of New York In the early 'T0s. This
Lwlie? came to be !ndissoluble with the
bellef in the patriotism and in the wis-
dom of Mr. Tilden himself. 1t {s almost
without precedent how a man of so
foohle facultles for making friends an
Mr. Tilden should have had so powerful
facuities for making discipies. He had
no “geniality.” He had no “wit,” al-
{ though, on occasions, he had a knack of

Among others the returned eaile met homely  and  vernacular  expression
old Frank Bilair, who sald that in 1864 | Wwhich seemed to come tfl the same
he had carried down from Washington thinz.  He had no “volce He had
to Jefforson Davis a proposal that Davis | Do “presence,” and he was s pain-
should "leave Richmond, lead his army | fully aware of thig himself that he
into Mexteo and drive Maximilian into | vividly percelved the absurdity of call-
the sca tilair declared that Davis, !ng on anvbhody to go to war for hls

had eniertained the propozal, and even|

shown a willingnesa to accede to it if jt
should come to him in ofMcial form
and with the indisputable authorization
of Lincoln, but Mr. Bigelow's conclusion
seems to he nuch more sensihiv, heing
that Davis was intent simply upon
eliciting from Lincoln committals which
might afterward be used to the injury
of the Northern cause, Grant
encountered, and he had also suffic.ently

startiing disclosures,  He declared that
e had informatlon that the French
Marehal, Razalne, had made $2.500.000

out of hiz command in Mexico hy Keep-
ing #tores stocked with goods which he
had brought in free of duty, and that
when one of the Generals of Juarez cap-
tured 2350000 on {ts wayv to a seaport
Hazaine actually requestied it= return on
the ground that {t was his private prop-

Erty,
Tt was on March 30 that the last
French troops =alled from Vera Cruz,

and on the same day a telegram came
from Russia authorizing the signature
of the treaty ceding Alaska Seward
was naturally much !mpressed and im-
nressed other people with the eolnel-
dence that Russia and France retired on
the same day from North America and
that his statesmanship had brought out
hoth events, The acquisition of Alaska
was not made without strong opposi-
tion in Congress, much of it honest,
some of it corrupt aAnd distinctly in the
nature of a "holdup.” Durlng the fol-
lawing September Seward, after swear-
ing Blgelow gecrecy, explained
diffarence lhotween the $7.000,000 that
Ruesia received and the $7.050,000
thereabhnut that Congress appropriated,
‘Heforse that money could Le veted
22,000 had 1o ba glven to Hobert I
Walker, $10,000 to him partner, I, K
Stanton; $10000 to two members of
Congress and $20,000 to Forney, One
thousand dollars more were to have
veen given to poor Thad Stevens, but
no one would undertake to give that
to him, g0 T undertook to glve it myself,
The poor fellow died, and 1 have it now.”
It s known that Seward's asplrations in
the way of territorial expansion by ne
means ceased with the acquisition of
Alaska. He was already negotiating
for the Danish West Indies. Ile al-
ready had his eye on Santo Domingo,
aithough that project mwas not =eriously
taken up untll the ensuing Adminls-
tration came in. Seward was already
warmly interested in the projecting of
what was then known as the “Durien"
Canal.

The preceding volumes of the “Ietro-
spectiong” have given a clearer view
1than was before attainable of the causes
of Touis Napoleon's attempt upon Mex-
ico, but the sordid origin of the xpedi-
1fon & put 1n the pre:zent Instalment in
an even more vivid dght. This is done
hy  eitatlons from the letter writton

to the

Or

in 1864 by Jdecker, whose monstrously |

fnflated and corrupt “claim” was the
pretext of the invasion, This letter did
not comie to light untll the sack of the
Tulleries by the Commune, Tt was writ-

ten to Contl, Louis Napoleoan's chief of

cablmet. It set forth the bargain by
which the Emperor's halt brother, Due

e Morny, was tu have a0 per cent. of

all the money that
out of poor Mexico,
the Mexican “Lmpire'”

could be squeczed

‘ t_ﬁ‘a

-

i

was also !’

By the collapse of
and the killing
of the Mexican “Emperor” the scheme

rights though they happened to be also
the rights of the people of the United
States.  Yet with all his physical and
temperamental disqualificatlons he “im-
posed himself” upon minds inde-
pendent and =0 different as those of
James . Carter. Manton Marble and
jJohn Bigelow as “the safest counsellor
i in the affairs of this nation.”

. There 1& an old newspaper story of
those years according to which Cal
I“‘at?prsnn of the Loulsville Courier-
jJournal sald to Manton Marble of the
1 New York World, “1 suppose that you
and 1 are the only men in &t
Ewhn personally wounld prefir Mr
den's nomination, but {f we wera not
|hﬂrn he would he nominated all the
came”  As it was entirely out of the
question that anybody should prefer
him to his competitors for the ['resi-
deney except upon pubillc grounds, so,
one may say, it was entirely out of the
questlon that he should prefer himself
for the Presidency except upon public
grounds. He might perfactly have said,
as Chatham {= reported to have sald to
George 11, “1 am confldent that 1 can
'.-avf- this country and that na other man
can save it That fa why he wanted
to he President. The hoots and jeers
with which his avewal of a purely puh-
l‘.lr purpose was recelved by the con
sclous or unconscious advocates and at-
torneys of the “cohesive power of puh-
lle plunder” which had RTOWn up under
the Republican regime will be silenced,
on the part of the unconsclous and hon-
ext advocates, by the exposures which
Mr. Higelow's contemporaneous notes
make of the theory tha: Tilden was as
much of a corruptionist as those whn
suceeeded in getting his election to the
Presldency annulled. The hoots and
leers were loud when, In his publiglied
statement after the declsion, Tilden
| aald, “1 made up my mind that if the
! Chief Magistracy of my country were
rut up at auctlon I should not be among
the Bdders” The contrast and the com
bination of Tiden's quallfications and
disquailfications as a leader are strik-
ingly expreszed by the extract from
Mr. Bigelow's diary after the diurist as
Recretary of State
tden's sucerssor amn Governor of New
York: “Gov. Tilden and the family left
in the O 1 M, train. 1 went down to
tilke leave of Lim at the station, 1 felt
sal, There were only two or three of
hig friends at the station to see him off,
I have scarcely known o man of more
remarbable powers than his, In some
respects, but more rarcly 5 man who at-
tnched people so little to him,  None of
the peaple of Albany, even of those thor-
vaghly Identitied with his polltfeal for-
jrunes, seom to carve for him personally,
[The veason for this cannot, of COUrse,
!1.u entively creditable 1o Pilden, bt |t
s less allscreditalds than
st would be bn almos any ol lyor Derson
Tover knew, e s Dis i v an
abjecty that olyect s alwiy s respuee talile,
commonly of the first imporipnes in ol
respocts, He pursaes 1hat ohjeet with
a single evel allows nothing o distraet
him: knows noither Kindved o fumily
nor friend cxeept as means of prose.
cuting that obiject I ardinary CUNCS
gich adheshm 1o g gin
would seem the extreome uf il nitinera
and seltishness, 1t is less 80 in Tilden
because he

S0

Louls

Ti-

the same re-

in never working eo much fer | be adapted to murlv [

that of the people of the 1'nited States,
If necemsary, by force, This notion ‘T'l-
den subsequently abandoned, whether
wisely or unwizely, hut Mr. Rigelow's
paragraph makes It very clear that he
[dld entertaln 1t: “While tlere  tha
Governor suggrested to Robinson  the
question whether it might not be well
to make Gen. McClellan his adjutant
in view of possible contingencies, The
Governor had apoken to me of the mat-
ter earller in the evening. Robinson
and T discussed the subject a lttle on
our way home. 1 doubted the wisdom
of such a selection. It would be n
red rag to the Republicans and would
serve to confirm their apprehensions of
a reactionary Adminisgtration. It would

no elgnificance and requirea him to avadl
himself of any suggestions the Goneral
might make, and to retire when t he-
came an object to glve his place to
McClellan.”

And then came the disputed electlon
and the device of the Electoral Commia-
ston and all the jugrling that we Know,
In thesa things the temperamental
weaknees of Tlden was even more ob-
vious than his intellectual strength,
If he had besan a different sort of
person It saems that he would un-
doubtedly have heen finaugurated as
President on March 4, 1877, But upon
the affairs of this crisia also Mr. Bige-
low'w diary sheda new light. Of course
everybody remembers that the deaisive
vote In the Electoral Commiesion was
that of Mr. Justice Rradley of tha Su-
prema Court of the United States, who
wanr finally, after all the pressure that
conld be exerted on him from both sides
had been exhausted, induced to pro-
nounce that the overwhelming evidence
of fraud wasx allunde, That glves
point to thia extract from the dlary:
“On Thursday Tilden told me A man
had called to say that the commission
waa for sale. When I expres=cd an in-
credulous sort of astonishment he said
that one of the Justices «Republican)
was ready to Qive his vote to Tilden
for $200,000. 1 asked which one. He

present. T told him it was improbable,
for the Judges were all well puid and
had Hife terms of their office. He maid
the Justice {n question is reported to he
embarrassed from old engagements and
obligations. As Bradiey is the yvoungest
appointment 4t would look as though he
waa the most likely to he the man,
though I did no: try acain to ascer-
tain. Tilden sald the Florida returning
board was offered him. and for the same
money, ‘That he =ald, ‘seema to he
the standard figure,” "

This judement upon the tactical pro-
cedure of the Democrats appears in the
diary of June 5, 1877, dated fiom Mr
Bigelow’'s home at Highland Falls:
“Senator Blaine, who {8 on the board of
examiners this year at West TDoine,
dined and spent the afternoon with us,

Southern poliey, which, he sayvs, if pur-
sued makes an end of the Republican
party. Referred to Hayes's speech the
night after the election, when he sup-
posed he wag defeated. In noth-
ing was sald of the calam!ity that had
overtaken civil gervice reform, huat his
soul was racked with grief for the
deplorable fate of the poor African
Now ¢ivil service (& all he I8 concerned
for, and the poor African {s glven over
to the tender mercles of Sotthern Dem.

1At

Electoral Commission.”

Ethically, as everyhody now admits,
the advocates . of Haves had not a leg
to stand on. They wera really com-
pelled to “put up a front.,” This they
were partly enabled to do through the
procedures of the Potter committes,
named after Clarkson N. of that
i1k, ita chatrman, in which the Repub-
lican memhers and especially Tom Heed
g0 overwelghted the majority as clever
advocaten,

=0

thow Tiden's willlngness to “buy his
right.” Tn his diary Mr. Bigelow neatly
and completely disposes of that claim.
His disposal, made apparently only for

pleta:  “1 Only one vote was required
to elect Tilden. It is proved that the
votes of three States weres in the mar-
ket, and at a price which would have
been but a fleabite to Tilden, 2. Tllden
did not get that vote, ® * *» Ngp
I8 it longer pretended that any money

was ever furnished to any one by
Tilden or any one else on  his ac-
count to secure the one needed vote

3. Hayes needed all the votes of three
States. Al were for sale, Haves got
them all and was elected,  Within six
months every person concerned in so.
curing or giving those votes received
an office, many the highest offices in
the gift of the Government. Two or
three Cabinet places, three or more first
class missions are among them.”

Thus far of large and historlcal svenis
But it were to do an injustice to John

lwhile his major interests, 1le was the
'mun to whom nothing human was for-
Yelgn.  He was not exclushvely a “publie
'r'rr-nlurv." like Tilden, the object of his
| political admiration, of whom it might
ber wadd that he cared forf nothing bt
politics.  The omunivorous Intellectual
curiosity of John Bigelow, whicn was so
[cl.-llght(ul. und often so enviable ta his
friends and acquaintances, I8 so evident
In these vobines that you ennnot read
ten pages of them together withont le-
ing remidndod of 1L What could e et
ter evidence of the wlvantages of “cul-
Cturg” than that while he was condu -
Ping the wegotlations of his country with
Phe “copper captidnes “of Louis Napoleoan
hee was all the tme se King hils own
“haends" i picking ap, for exanpie
pon the ook shops of Ghe guays ans thing
Fthat would help i to understand s

predecessor, Bendamin Frankiin, A
Bigelow's goml sonse el ety
characterized  pg cpovmage, e b

pladd to heart thet procept of dapiu< 10

Of any sort ' his printer, that precept which is so wel !

adepted to outhet ol of Junios s

Pl
lcal fulminations: *l.wel

be better, 1 thought, to take 1 man of |

thought he would not tell me that at !

He spoke very freely of Haves and his!

acrats remorsgelessly,  RBlaine does not |
hesitate to may that {f Packard (s not
Governor of Loulslana Flaves s not
P'resident of the I'nited Stats Hae sald
also that he was astonished when he |
found the Democrats acesding to the

The notlon of the Republi- i
can minoMty of the committee was to

hir own personal satisfaction, i& com-

Bigelow to assume that he hind no midnor | P
had sworn In, Ti- | interests which, In fact, were all (he @bd attempted in some way to be o re-

It was, | the notlon of supporting his claim and | The cloar fact was that New York Jour-

nalism sinee his absence from it had
outgrown him. Truly, as the editor of
the New York Times, In Immediate sue-
cepslon to Raymond, e was not a sue-
vess, There are still eclrculating in Park
!r-m'. orf what I [eft of It, tales of how
| New York journallsm had left him be-
Ihind., “Ned" House used ta tell, with
}l‘hnstonml glee, how the new editor, Mr,
| Blgelow, had sent for him, he belng then
the dramatic critic, to tell him how ab-
surd ft was that the newspaper should
devote g0 much space to the eriticlsm of
the theatre, and to suggest that the
dramatic erftie should rather devote hix
Fattentlon to making the rounds of tha
| publishiers onee o week and to Inguir-
| ing what new bhooks they were aboul
to bring out. Between the llnes of My,
Blgelow’s own s<tatement it g sufM-
clently clear that he wax not A sUCCess
as the editor. The Times was evidently
predestined (o those “great varieties of
untried heing” which began with Louis
Jo Jennings and, up to date, have snded
in what we know.  Hut the proverblal
weripture fs fulfilled 'n the fact, s
avident throughout these pages, that
Mr. Bleelow, as an old fournalist, never
logt his Interest In journallsm The
modern reader will be puzzled by the
Rreat preponderance of correspondence
in these pages with one W. H. Hunt-
ington.

The exchange of lettera Is continual
throughout thesa volumes  Anclent
readers may recall that Huntington,
under the slgnature of “W. H. H.”
wrote Paris Jetters to the New York
Tribune in the "60 and '70s, 1'arls letters
which attricted in those vears g consid-
erable, if not alwavs admiring, atten-
jtion. They were rather oddly phrased
| Their  phrasgeology  inspired John It
{ Dennett of the Neting 1o remark of
| thelr author in the late ‘sog in a letter
:1-- a friend, “Partly he e doing Mr.
Carlyle in a queer way, bhut mostly he
y e a damphool just it to write letters
to the New York Tribune 1t is clear
all the same from these volumes that
{ Huntington was a person of general,
and partlealarly of bibllomaniacal, cur!-
{osity, and that he was extremely help-
ful ta Mr. Higelow in collecting the
“Frankiiniane,” of which at that period
(Mre Bigelow was particularly in quest,
There are delightful letters from Joiwmn
Hay, once My, Ligelow's gubordinate n
“'m‘l.« and always evidently his admir-
|
f
l

ing  friend, which shed much
first upon  European diplomacy  and
(afterward, when Hay had joined the
| Tribune n 1871, upon New York jour-
Lnalism. There are here some doleful
vaticinations, most curiously  contra-
dicted by the events upon Mr. Dana's
{ purchase of Tue NEW York 8050 “Dana

'has bought out TeeE Sex for a large

sum of money., This is a bad sign, He
cannot hold the subsgeribers of  that

paper for A weelk, if he means to add
{to them: and in trying to do both [
fear he will have the luck of the dog
& his shadow ™

P There i3 a great deal here about

ipoor old Greeley in his latter daye

Thera 18 a cons<derable deal in the '
lway of letters from Whitelaw Reld in

hig eariler dovs, showing o solieftuds

to commend his

performuatice and his

P behavior in general to Mr., Higelow as
[to a past master of craft. There
i a letter from Edwin L. Godkln, re-
[Plying 16 Mr. Bigelow's advice not to
(take a professorship in Harvard in-
| stead of continuing to edit the Nation

and siaving “Professine, |
Ipoorer work than editing, but it has at
the advantuge of gaving the

rialnty that sonse! minds what

SUDBBORG. |
Uppose, i
| jenst Vg

vl

qean be sald 1o have” Al this talk §s
tparticularly  deilghtful, naturally,
Lold newspaper men, to whom, as to Mr.
( Blgelow, the odor of “the shop™ s al-
‘wars alluring.

| But, after all, what emerzes most
| pleasantly from these pages is the un-
conscious  partrait which  the diarist
and the correspondent paints of hime-
self. That position of authority which
in the later years of his prolonged life
he may seem to have attadned by mere
senlority and survival It here abun-
dantly  appears  he had  attained
yfar earlier by more intrinsic qualities.
{Truly, it appears throughout these
[ pages  that he also “lived by admira-
tion), hope and love™ 1t may not he
out of place In the presence of a wider
laudlence than that which he immedi-
latt-lv, although  already  almost  in-
[andibly, addressed on the oceasion of
[ hig election to the presidency of 1he
"Century Association,  when  he  ex-
[prrssul his surprise at the distinction
{which had been conferrod upon him,
[t recall that he should have guoted,
of course in his case without layving
himself open to the faintest suspicion
of flunkeyigm, his concurrence in Lord
(Clarendon’s declaration  thag all who
hnew him knew  that wis always
[ best satisfied when he was “the mean-
est man In the company "

Illrnr’ Arthur Jones on the Eng-
' . lish Dramn.
! With the exception of Arthur Wing

Tinero, HENRY ARTHUR JoNEs §s probably |
i

the  forcvmost playwright of  ng-
lamd,  He has to his credit o long list
of plays that enjoyed popular snaee

~

Mection of 1ife ot the time they were
!\\'r'llir-n Iis standard has always heen
fhigh  and although Le was  possibly
[ kuown to o wider ftield through  his
fmcladramas such a8 The Middleman®
cand The Silver King." it will never e
forgottei that he i8 the anthor of suen

o tinely findshed comedy of  contem-
| porary Hife as *“I'he Liars and so in-
(tense g ostidy of woman's character as

FoMps, Dane's Defence,'
"always boen the apostle of the well
Sade play el bas never scorned s
conventions,  Bo he as g Agure of -
portance in the Eoglish theatre, sensi-
ble of the necessity of combining with
b lnwas aof the dreiann the study of lifoe
Caad the subjective insight into human
character which is to doy indispensable
Tto the diamatist who expects In
tilen sorimsly Then his plays are
pwritten with o vespect for Hterary ldvals,
swhieh does vt mean that his phrages
wre ligen e the dense that they are
artifieind and Ebored But that they rep-
Present the spieit of the men and wonwen
Whao =pealy them
Boch an author

M Jones has

1 0 a position to

all your whus [ speals with authority on (he subject of
®olld, however ) his profession.

He 1 not the unin.

JUNE |,

e e - — = T
who regards the problams of life and thus lift the theatre a collection as
drama as the means of expressing to out of the light in which it is regarded “‘sources” are avalluble

light, !

vou say, which i more than an editor |

10 |

1918.

formed enthusiast

the world every literary and wsocial
herssy possible. He is not, on the other

laws of the playwright. The standard

according ta which

'oundations of a National
Home of them are “The Corner Stone of
Modern Drama,” “The Aims and Duties

the Drama.” Some of the series were
delivered at Yule, Harvard and Colum-
b and others appeared In English re-
Viewn,

The ohject of Mr, Jones's atruggle s
the unlon of literature and the drama.
He hemoans the supremacy of the
French thegtre over the English, al-

some of the Gallle playwrights. Con-
trasting the theatres of ¥rance and
England, he says that only “The 8chool
for Scandal,” “Bhe Stoops to Conquer”
and “The Rivals'" remain from the Eng-
litsh theatre outslde of the plays of
Rhakespeare, while the French possess
Rognard, Marivaux, Beaumarchals, Du-
mas, Alfred de Musset, Casimir Dela-
vigne, Dumas fils, Augler and Labiche
in addition to Moliere, Voltaire and Vie-
tor Hugo, The list 12 certainly long; but
i it not possible that the plays of
Shakespeare are more read than all
these authors taken together, that the
Anglo-Saxon races are more fortunate
in the possesalon of this one great
genlus than In the long list of lesser
ones of France, and that our readers of
plays have a hetter supply in the rich-
ness of the great Elizabethan's dramas
than the French list could offer? Ia
not the theatre of Vietor Hugo confined
now to the Comedie Francalse and do
the dramas of the two Dumas possess
any vitality for the public to-day?
Does Augler interest others than stu-
dents of the drama? Does not an oo-
caslonal representation of “Le Gendre
de M. Poirler"” at the Comedie repre-
sent his viality to the public to-day?
Of Labiche and Delavigne there are
few dramas sesn on the stage, while
Beaumarchals i» treated with the severs
respect dus to all olassics. It is un-
doubtedly true, ar Mr. Jones claims, that
the French untll a score of yeame ago
had a richer and finer drama than Kng-
jland. It was indeed Incomparably su-
perior to the works of Tom Taylor, H,
o Byron, Dion Boucicault, Tom Rob-
ertson and the rest of the wecond raters
who dominated the English stage in the
Victorian era. But for practical pur-
poses the men of England have sur-
vived just ax well as the Frenchmen,
who were undoubtedly of a different in-
tellectual class. Neither one has main-
talned a place Iin the active theatre of
England or France,

There Is still the ineradicable indls-
position of men of letters both in Eng-
land and the United States to write for
the theatre. Yet it s not uncommon
1t find every French novelist setting
out after his irst fuccesses in fiction to
try the stage ag a medlum. It may be
{that they have a better faculty for ac-
quiring the Inflexible rules of writing
for the stage or they are willing to
jtake more trouble in learning theaWor
they take a collaborator, At all events
they meet with more success and per-
vers until it has become a tradition
of their professjon for them to write
for the stage. Henry James has tried
| that path without success and we have
|*een what Thomas Hardy does when
| he takes his pen In hand to write a
]

s

drama. The French theatre has re-
tained its literary character more is-
(tinetly than any  other hecause the
writers of other countries have ignored
the theatre to a degree unknown In
1 France
I Mr. Joner's sanity is shown Ly his es.
jvimate of Ibhs:n. He writes in “Corner
| Btones of Modern Drama’™:  “lbsen is a
citizen of a small country; this glves
him many signal advantages. If his
;-\-.- avert thelr ken from half of hu-
yman life, yet hls vision 18 the more
keen and strenuous for the half that
Hes before them.  If he is a sour and
shabby courtier ta beauty, he Is nevy
A traltor to truth.  He will never |
| surpassed in his angry scorn for lies,
' He has great faselnation, but little
ld:.‘nm, Joyous youth will never hohe
j nob with him.  For happy lovers he
BFOWs no sweet forget-me-nots.  The
poor in spirlt he crushes, They who
| have rooted themselves at ease in the
rank  soil of modern commerclalism
shudder at him, as a weed at Lhe
ploughshare, as a cancer at the knife.
For two-thirds of human kind he has
only a command of self-contempt and a
santence of despair and destruction.
But the strong he fortifies; the stead-
fast he establishes; he s a scourge to
slaves, but for them that are free he
enlarges the bounds of freedom, They
honor him who honor the truth, and
they welcome him who welcome the
growl of the thunder and the dart of
the lightning rather than ktagnaney
and miasma and the fitful shimmer that
dances round corruption, A test of
Ibsen's quailty is supplied by the char-
acters of the men who have most hated
and vilified him, Seme tribute niay
perhaps be offered, helated, but 1 lmp}-
not too late, by those whom his tense
and shattering genlus has at length
conquered  and brought to own with
Breat repret that they have in part
migjudeged, in part under estimated
him. He will long stand forth a frown-
ing landmark in the domain of the
drama.”
That the theatre of 1bsen has affected
the technique of the day so much as his
ndmirers assert s not so generally he.
Heved now as it was a score of yYears ago
Hix principal influence on his I.‘llll'lr"lll]h'l-.
Faries in every country has been in the
choice of subject, 1t is ilso true that
hix theatre has come to possess little
more than a historie interes;. His plays
age known, morcover, chiefly 1o readors
of dramas, To playgoers they are lpss
famibiar, and the Erowing ’:I.fl'l'tllll'lll"\'
of their production in all countries
notably Germany, where in view of i‘lt:
enthusiasm with which ihey 7

Wore onee

Mr. Jones judges

though It {« hy no means sureithat he |
doss not exaggorate the importance of | foredoomed it to fallure.

roesiy

(0 their disappearance from the
SBlage

I8 most striking, is n result of
whit Henry James so muny yvears uuu'
called their “saburban' I']'I.'ll"lll:if'l'. :

Mr, Jones's recommendations for tlwll

y Improvement of the English theatre and '
pour own in the same direction are sim-

ple and practjcal, He Urges some resto-
ration of the recognition of he drama
a8 the highest and most dithenls form of
literatire and the abolition of the pres-
ent attitude of indiffercnee if ot hos- *
ity on the part of lterary men toward
the theatre. He does not add the fact, of
Which he s prabably fully sware, that
men of letters are rarely erual to the
effort of learning the wedium through
which they can alone wmake their work
i for the theatre,  Bulwer had Ma-
ereudy at his side during the ereation of
"Richeleu' and “Maoney,” bt not wll the
authors wiho would he Maywrights have
such o valuable gulde, Then Mr, Jones
would furce recognition of

: the play- aro exaspcrating in suggestion of possi- '
wright's duty to deal with ‘m real bflities for an Edwards chapter in uet;c:u.

 —————————————————— e e =~
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both here and in Fagland as a place of
entertainment. Tha willingness of the

the arta,

Mr. Jones has already seen some of 'gquaily thay could buli
the drama 18 revealed by the titles of the measures he recommends put Into with their hands
the seventeen esxays which he has re-  affect. The astablishment of the reper- that
cently  published under the 11‘;: 7"'”Tlnr.v theatres which he suggests s al- dlguity, the &cimpie wae C

rama.

ready beginning in Kngland. From
them will come the increased efficiency
of the actors, and there may again be a

of & Nutional Theatre,” “The Drama day in which ncting is regarded as an
and Real Life" and “Literary Critics of | art and deserves to be.

It would be difi- |
cult, however, to take that view of muns"
exhibitions seen in New York in the
course of a meason. The author's com-
ments on our own experiment to huild
with the New Theatre a dramatic in-

stitution which should represent the|
traditions of the Comedie Francalse or |
the Hofburg are sensible, and he thinka
the slze of the bullding one element that

Mr. Jones's |
fdcas are interesting always and vnlu-:
able hecause they are the thoughts of |
a plavwright who has found success in-
full measure in his profession and writes
about his art as one that he respccts
and would restore to its proper place.

Farly Heroes of the American In-
dian Missionary “Fleld."”

¥rom the records of missionary plo-
neor enterprise in America MAny Gar
HuMpPHREYS has complled in Misstonary
Explorers Among the American Indians
(8cribners) a collection of an even half
dozen articles that appeal to the appe-
tite for tales of life on the old frontier
latent in every American reader's men-
tal composition. After all the other zests
of hoyhood have staled, the fondness for
the wild West that wae cndures:
breathes thers the man with soul &o
dead he cannot get a happy hour from
the chronicles of Danlel Boone, Davy
Crockett and Kit Carson? In Miss Hum-
phreys's book the missionary explorers
are “played up” as pioneer frontlersmen
rather more vividly than as emissaries
of the church.

The book divides chronologically into
halves, the latter of which, dealing with
the later Weastern men, decidedly over-
shadows the former as here treated, If
not actually in point of inherent inter-
est. John FEliot, Samson Occum, the
made over Mohegan ITndlan, and David
Hrainerd are poky subjects compared
with Marcus Whitman of Oregon, Sle-
phen Riggs, who gave forty years to the
saving of Sloux souls, and especially
John Lewis Dyer, who Is “out of the
title” in that his “fleld” was among the
bad men of the Southwest and not at
all among the red men. The Indian mis-
sionarles of Colonial times belong to dig-
nified history and do not fit readily into
the sparkling style of this volume,

Ellot, for example, is not satisfactor-
ily compressible. The mere recital of
his personal labors gives a-sadly incom-
plete pleture. His case transposes the
valuis in the Western formula, in which
personal perlls, self-sacrifice and m""'i
ua! toil are prominent, while Htpmryl
labors play the minor part. John Ellot's
jospel ministry among the savages ex-

cludes in the common understanding
the story of his developmeht of an
adapted civillzaton amvong them; his

work with the white rulers in behalf of
the Indians {8 more distinctive, at least,
than his direct eontact with i{ts bene-
ficturies,

Cooper—in “Oak Openings,” was it
not? took a shot at the enthuslastic
parsons who i{dentifitd in the red In-
dian the Ten lLoat Tribes of lIsrael
Eljiot in organizing his Indian town went
to Moses for a clviec scheme and divided
the community Into sections, with rulers
of hundreds, of fifty amdof ten, A more
elahorate description of the nature, his-
tory and final fate of this experiment and
a more detalled account of the Indian
“apostle’s” intercessions with the Gen-
eral Court In bhehalf of his charges
would have made this chapter less
sketchy and no less interesting,  There
i probably nothing new to he said of
the translations of the Christian writ-
ings into Indlan dlalects, Ellot's great
and lasting work as a ploneer.

vcceum, who preached in Whitefleld's
London  Tabernacle - Whitefleld Intro-
duced him with all the business acumen
of & Barnum-—and who was a pupll and
Intimate assoclate of the Rev, Eleazar
Wheelock and whose school was just
sucn a “nucleus”™ of Dartmouth College |
us the Log S8chool at Neshaminy in
P'ennsyivania was of the College of New
Jersey, furnishes matcrial for an en-
teftaining narrative. At the time of
Whitefield's “great awakening” Occum
wWrote: e

We saw nothing of these things till some
tiime in the Summer, when Some ministers
began to vislt us and preah the Word of
Gad, and the Common People alas came
frequently and exhorted us 10 the things of
tod which ft pleased the Lord, as 1 humbly
hope, to Bless and accompany with Divine
Influences to the Canviction and Having Con-
version of a Number of us  And when I was
17 years of age 1 had, am | trust, a Dis-
covery of the way of Nulvation through
Jesus Christ and was cnahled 1o pPut my
trust in Nl alone for Life & Halvation.
From this Time the Distress and Hurden of
my mind was removed. and 1 found Serenity
and Pleasure of Soul in Serviug Giod

Ther 1s more spine and less jargon
in a letter written later after the visit
in London, where the Archbishops of
Canterbury, York and Gloucester had
endeavored to advance his progress
in holy orders, Upon his declination
the Archbishop “grew cold,” and he
wrote:

Now 1 oam country 1 may
freely Inform sou of what | honestly and
saberly think of the Hishops, Lord Hishops
and Archbishops of England. In iy view
they don’t Inok ke forpel Blshops or minis
ters of Christ. 1 can't find them in the
Hihle. * * * | represented to them the
niiserable and wretched aituation of the poor
Indians, who are perishing for luck of
spiritual knowledge, und begged their anslnt.
ance in evangelizing these poor heathen,
But If you can helleve ms, they never gave
ur one single brass farthing It seams to
me that the¥ are very Indifferent whether
the poor Indians go to Heaven or HMell, [
can't help my thoughts: and 1 am apt to
think they den't want the Indlans to go to
Heaven with them, '

nomy own

The history of Occum’s civie experi-
ment, Brothertown, modelled on the
New England “town meetings,” 1s out-
lined here,

Brainerd's section of the chroniele is
made up of well chosen passages from
his diary. It I8 & pity that this devoted
man's full and eloquent record of hig
travels horseback in the Middle Colonies
in ngt more read at this day; it is rich
in data. and has no litthe narrative
sawing, qualltdes that should win for the
“Journal” a reading public beyond the
bounds of Bunday school territory, The
lves by Jonathan Hdwarde and Sereno
K. Dwight, son of the Yale president,
are #o far behind the first hand mem-
oranda  that the present  compiler's
method is highly commended by con.

(Criticiam,” 1001, 1« conslderad by

| Bpeeches

and Literary

this, 1f

Lo B AR

Al

The Western vodmdannries o of
and mbldle nincteenth centops
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hund, the dyed in the wool techniclan public té regard the actor as an artist is different Lreed from their Cologal
who #ees nothing in drama but the ex- another condltion necessary to placing types, a hardy, fearloss, salf
pert and continuous reiteration of the the drama whare it should belong inlot of men:

e
They could preach and t1ha:
Mant oy
To the 1
the hunt only  wax =

The wives wers jndeed helpg e
delfeately nurturad, they mooepia
Aot only without w armuare v
thusiasm.  Oue of thess way s )
chalr tn ten rears, Vour ottoks |
anAd w hoard morosm wae &
boards made a tuble, The fan] =, .
before a1 open fire

The name of Marcus Whitnuy 1+,
1847) Im Inseparably connected o -
record of Oregon Legiunings (4., .,
fng him there 18 4 constderable 1.0
raphy, “divided Into two Caps
the '80r the Rev. H M. Spalg
associate  of  Whitman, e, | &
book asserting that Whitman's -
the East In 184248 was politlon) o0
the principal factor In preventine o,
exchange of Oregon With the Vg,
for a cod fishery in Newfoundlund, T,
Story became tradition, and of e
was attacked after many vears 1y
E. G. Bourne In “Essayw in 1] ateipd

i
partial commentators to hnve st ed :.I.
status of Whitman's Influence i
of state. The Scribnar odir Prefope
however, to follow the evidenc o
Whitman's own letters and the wriree
of his contemporaries, 1t s 1o a rn..
ter of vital moment. The inter e "
the present hook {s all for the Moness
ing, not the political side of Whitmqy .
CAreer.

Whitman's firset fournav to firegnn
had been tha wecagion of the fipe 1
sags of the Rockies by white =« -
and a wagon, and it was APPrOprine
that In his earnest propaganda for 1.
settlement and development of tha paw
Territory in the far Northwest {¢ should
be his lot to establish a permanent tral
over the mountaine.

It the Whitman chapter SUGRertn
“Hamiet” sans Hamlet, the PAper on
Stephen Rigge rapaira the omisainn with
abundant consideration of the red man'n
affairs in the rniddle West (n tle "3
and '40s, the Dakotahs and the oy
John Lewis Dyer, however, hero of tha
final sketch, “never caught up wit) 1.
Indlan.” He was, nevertheloss, aMictn
with no lack of promieing mittere] .
his evangelical zeal and aspirations,
he left a rugged record of |

1 affalre

and
Wihile

itinerant Methodist campaign for sonle
with prophetic dreams, with shirt slecva
preaching, with its odd mixture of pray.
ing and punchingfor flsticuffs wor
frequently Injected Into the missionary's
programme. At Lincoln City a party of
Christmas celebrants called just a4t dits -
light, roused up the preacher and 1.
him he must go with them to “Wals.
er's” and elther treat or make a teme
perance speech. He went., “There ayra
over forty men, and they called for a
chalrman or moderator; hut they noen
too drunk to be moderated. | g3t Ujana
box and stated my arrest, and proposed
to make the speech. They said: ‘Go oop
I sald: ‘Gentlemen, I will tell vou Wit
I think. There is not a man here bue
would- be ashamed for his fauther or
mother, his sister or brother to Know
Just our condition here tNs morning
They stamped and roared: 1
all over the Lhouse. ‘And nest.' 1 cone
tinued, ‘If we were not so drunk we
would not be here Cheers, 'That's sa
too." all over the house. *And I woe wern
a little drunker we could not do wha
We are doing.' (Cheers.) | wound u,
and was about to leave, when the )l
sald: ‘I move that we vote that every
thing Mr. Dyer said is true,' and the
Rave a rousing vote. He sald, *Th,

dNes
have it but that 1 must not go yet, and
made and put a4 motion that :'.’ v oail
klve Mr. Dyer one dollar aplece, and
that was glso carried. They took the

hat, got twenty dollars, and I thanl«i
them and went home to breakfust " Tha
diary Is marked by straightforward sryle
and a rare rough humor, al} the |
for being fact and not fiction

rrar

LATEST BOOKS FROM
THE VARIOUS HOUSES
G. . Putham's Rons announce foy
lication, June . the following Imacrk =
Unknown Lovey,” Mrs !
Horne  Vaizey “Sunia: A
IdVIL™ by Maud Diver, und
and  Correspondenc
Schurz,” edited by Fredepic Banrof
The Macmillan Company published thie
Week, May 28: “The Ingide of the Cup
by Winston Charehin . “University und
Historical Addresses, by Jumes Bryo
fllld “Travers's Golf Book.' i Jervn
l’l:n\--r- Next week, June 1, will In
"The Chureh and the Labos Conflier
Parley Paul Womer, and *“*The In
of Monarchs" hy Fr, derlek Adarns \
The  “Stories for (it
seties, edited by Flarence Convers
be begun by E.§0, Putton & Con
the early fall with the (ssue of Ma

tihe
\n
01 & I
Himala
“The lett:

ol [

by

4

I

Sl st

lams

Julfa. v Dragoumis's  “Under G
Skles,"” which is to be followed lats
"I Sunny Spain.” by  Katharine T.
Bates,

Harper & RBrothers announee thit ¢
are putting  to  press for reprinting
“Lorna Doone,” by Richurd Blackmon
“Mr. Dooley's Philosophy,” e J° 1
Dunne, and “The Four Georges,' Jus-

.

tin McCarthy.

Two new hooks yre fesued this woek
Mensrs, 1, (%, Puge & Company @ Th
of the Wallace Collectfon,” by Henm o
Shelley, wuthor of “Old Farfa”® and “Inns
ahd Taverns of Old London” and
Little Bulgarian Cousin,” by Clars
trovsky Winlow, o new title tn the
Cousin® Series,

(A
1'na.

Matthew  Bendor  and * Company AN
nounce the publication of two finporta!
books: “The Supreme Court of the 100t
States,” whth a review  of ceptain o
clyfons relating to its appellate powes

under the Constitution, by Judge !
Countryman of the Albany, N, Y
and the new second adition of “Mago o
Banks and Banking,” by Judge 11 W
Mazee of the Log Angeles, Cal, b
George W. Bricka announces o0 10
licatlon, June “Posters: A it
Btudy of the Development of Poste
sign fn Continentul Europe, Enpsland and
America,” by Charles Matlack P'rice. The
volume, containing forty-two ropoowdu
tlons In color and 120 in monotoe. ¢
published in de luxe form.
The Columbia University Press las just
published a new number of the Caolumbia
University Indo-lrantan sepries o
“Vasavadatta, A Sanskrit Ronnes
Subandhu,” translated with an introdue-

i

al

it el

tlon and notes by Louls H. Gray, 't D
This romance 18 one of the best
amples of the artificial and ornate stvle

In Banskrit prose, which the author in ni#
Intraduction contrasts with that of 127
in Engllsh WNterature, The bogk Wil
therefore appeal to students of compird

tive literature as well as those Inteissted
in Banskrit. ;
ther volumes announced by the Lo

lumbla University Press in the studlos
English and comparative literature
“Gnomic  Poetry  In Anglo-Naxo! h
Blanche Colton Willlams: “Aaron 100
by Allee D Brewstor: “Legrnsd S0 0
Nceholarship,” by Lol
Rosa Steeves amgl  “Chauveer and 0
NMoman de la Rose,” by Iwean & 10

trast,  And, incidentally, the chapters in
Dw!ght's iife of Bdwards that deal with ¢
that worthy's Iadian missionary work |
at Mtockbridge, Mass, dull in content, '

vappear: “Unele and Nephsw

In the studles In romanee, philolos: o0
literature two new volummes are (O LR
in thi
French Chansons de Geste,” by W 0
Farnsworth, and “Diderot as a 1Msch

English  Thought,” by K. Luyalty

.




